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One Word Substitution

One word substitution is the use of one word in 
place of a wordy phrase in order to make the 
sentence structure clearer.



1. One who despises persons of lower social position

A. Snob
B. Prim
C. Prig
D. Aristocrat
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A. Snob - a person who has extremely high standards who is 
not satisfied by the things that ordinary people like

B. Prim - always behaving in a careful or formal way and easily 
shocked by anything that is rude

C. Prig -  a person who annoys others by being too careful 
about conforming to what is socially acceptable

D. Aristocrat – member of a form of government in which the 
people are ruled by a small, privileged-class of people
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2. Custom of having many wives

A. Bigamy 
B. Polygamy
C. Monogamy 
D. Matrimony
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A. Bigamy -  the act of entering into a marriage with one person 
while still legally married to another

B. Polygamy - marriage to more than one spouse at a time
When a woman marries more than one man, it's called 
polyandry.

C. Monogamy -  a relationship with only one partner at a time 

D. Matrimony - the union of two people as spouses

2 wives
Bi-twoPoly-many
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3. A song embodying religious and sacred emotion
 
A. Ode 
B. Lyric
C. Hymn 
D. Ballad
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A. Ode - An ode is a type of lyrical poem that is usually 
dedicated to a particular subject or person

B. Lyric - The term "lyric" refers to a short poem that expresses 
the personal emotions or thoughts 

C. Hymn - A hymn is a type of religious song or poem that is 
typically sung as part of a religious service or ceremony. 

D. Ballad - A ballad is a narrative poem that tells a story, often 
with a simple and direct language.
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4. Who looks at the dark side of things

A. Pessimist
B. Optimist
C. Wanderer
D. Monarchy
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A. Pessimist – A pessimist is someone who tends to see the 
negative aspects of situations.

B. Optimist -  An optimist, on the other hand, is someone who 
tends to see the positive aspects of situations

C. Wanderer - A wanderer is someone who travels from place to 
place without a specific destination or purpose.

D. Monarchy - A monarchy is a form of government in which a 
single individual, usually a king or queen, hold the supreme 
authority and power.
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5. An animal with two feet

A. Biped
B. Demagogue
C. Triped
D. Carnivorous
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A. Biped - A biped is a creature that has two legs and walks 
upright

B. Demagogue - a political leader or speaker who appeals to the 
emotions, prejudices, and fears of the people in order to gain 
power or promote their own agenda.

C. Triped - potentially refer to a creature with three legs (Not 
commonly used in English)

D. Carnivorous - Carnivorous describes an organism, typically 
an animal, that primarily eats meat or flesh. 
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6. An elderly unmarried woman

A. Spinster
B. Vandal
C. Bachelor
D. Adult
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A. Spinster - an unmarried woman, typically beyond the usual 
age for marriage

B. Vandal - someone who intentionally destroys or damages 
property belonging to others. 

C. Bachelor - unmarried man

D. Adult - a person who has reached the age of maturity or legal 
majority, typically defined by law
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7. A government controlled by the rich is:

A. oligarchy 
B. aristocracy 
C. plutocracy
D. democracy
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A. Oligarchy - a form of government or social system in which 
power is concentrated in the hands of a small group of 
individuals or families

B. Aristocracy - a form of government or social hierarchy in 
which power and authority are vested in a hereditary ruling 
class or nobility.

C. Plutocracy - a system of government or society in which 
power is held by a small minority of wealthy individuals or 
families.

D. Democracy- a system of government in which power is 
vested in the hands of the people, either directly or through 
elected representatives. 
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8. Choose the correct single word for the group of words given 
below.
That which cannot be divided.

A. Indelible
B. Indivisible
C. Insoluble
D. Indefensible
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A. Indelible - something that cannot be removed, erased, or 
forgotten

B. Indivisible - unable to be divided or separated into parts

C. Insoluble - something that cannot be dissolved, solved, or 
resolved.

D. Indefensible - incapable of being defended or justified
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9. A fixed orbit in the space in relation to Earth

A. Geological
B. Geordie
C. Geocentric
D. Geo-stationary
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A. Geological - study of the Earth's structure, composition, and 
history

B. Geordie - Geordie is a colloquial term used to describe a 
person from the Tyneside region of northeastern England, 
particularly Newcastle upon Tyne and its surrounding areas.

C. Geocentric - refers to the belief or model that places the 
Earth at the center of the universe or solar system

D. Geo-stationary - efers to a specific type of orbit in which a 
satellite orbits the Earth at the same rate and direction as the 
Earth's rotation
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10. A person who maliciously destroys by fire

A. Antagonist
B. Activist
C. Terrorist
D. Incendiary
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A. Antagonist - a person or a group of people who actively 
opposes or competes with another person or group

B. Activist - someone who engages in actions, campaigns, or 
movements to bring about social, political, or environmental 
change. 

C. Terrorist - someone who uses violence, intimidation, or 
coercion to achieve political, ideological, or religious 
objectives. 

D. Incendiary - something that is capable of causing fires or 
flames, such as a flammable substance or explosive device.

-

-



11. One who collects coins 

A. Collector
B. Narcissist
C. Calligrapher
D. Numismatist=



A. Collector - someone who gathers, acquires, and accumulates 
items of a particular type or category as a hobby or passion

B. Narcissist - someone who has an excessive or exaggerated 
sense of self-importance, a deep need for admiration, and a 
lack of empathy for others

C. Calligrapher - someone who practices the art of calligraphy, 
which involves the decorative and artistic writing of letters 
and symbols

D. Numismatist - someone who studies, collects, and 
specializes in coins, medals, and related items



12. A cure for all disease

A. Exorcism
B. Incantation
C. Panacea
D. Antibiotic
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A. Exorcism - a religious or spiritual ritual performed to expel or 
drive out supposed evil spirits or demons from a person, 
place, or object

B. Incantation - a series of words, phrases, or sounds uttered or 
chanted as part of a magical, mystical, or religious ritual

C. Panacea - a remedy or solution that is believed to cure or 
alleviate all diseases, ailments, or problems

D. Antibiotic - a type of medication used to treat bacterial 
infections by killing or inhibiting the growth of bacteria
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13. Animals living on land and in water

A. Ambiguous
B. Amphibian
C. Amorphous
D. Ambivalent
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A. Ambiguous - something that is unclear,

B. Amphibian - a cold-blooded vertebrate animal that spends 
part of its life cycle in water and part on land

C. Amorphous - lacks a definite shape, form, or structure, or 
that does not have a clearly defined boundary or outline

D. Ambivalent - having mixed or conflicting feelings, attitudes, 
or opinions about something or someone
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14. Murder of king

A. Matricide
B. Genocide
C. Regicide
D. Homicide
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A. Matricide - act of killing one's own mother

B. Genocide - deliberate and systematic extermination of a 
particular ethnic, racial, religious, or national group of people

C. Regicide - the act of killing a monarch or ruler

D. Homicide - killing of one human being by another
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15. One who travels from place to place

A. Itinerant
B. Mendicant
C. Journeyman
D. Tramp

n
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A. Itinerant - a person who travels from place to place

B. Mendicant - a person who begs for alms or charity

C. Journeyman - someone who has completed an 
apprenticeship or formal training

D. Tramp - several meanings depending on context
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