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Total Questions = 40 Questions 
• Reading Comprehension – 5 
• Spot the error – 5
• Fillers – 10
• One word substitution – 5
• Synonyms – 5
• Antonyms – 5
• Idioms & Phrases – 5



A great water scarcity looms over India; by 2025 Indians will get just over half the 
water they get today. This grave problem has a simple solution. Catch the rain as it 
falls, and the water the crisis will disappear. However, about 80 per cent of India’s 
rainfall buckets down during the three months of the monsoons. As yet, no 
government programmer has discovered how to store this water. ‘Dying Wisdom’, a 
seven-year countryside study by Delhi’s Centre for Science and Environment, 
reveals that ruins of amazing ancient technologies survive in every corner of India. 
Drip-irrigation systems of bamboo pipes in Meghalaya; ‘kunds’, underground tanks in 
Rajasthan; ‘pynes’, water channels built by tribals in Bihar; and thousands of open-
water bodies down south are all superb examples of rainwater harvesting systems. 
Even today, tanks called ‘eris’ in Tamil Nadu water one-third of the state’s irrigated 
area. Unfortunately, governmental planners mostly refuse to acknowledge the 
potential of these low-cost systems, concentrating on costly dams and canals. Few 
cities have lost touch with their ecological traditions as fast–and with as damaging 
results–as Bangalore. Only 17 of its water bodies struggle to survive in a city where 
once 200 lakes, ponds and wetlands cooled the city and recharged its ground water. 
The threats continue unabated as the relentless march of urbanization shows no sign 
of stopping.



'This grave problem’ in the passage 
refers to

a) Short monsoon span
b) Rainfall
c) Storage of water
d) Water crisis

A great water scarcity looms over India; by 2025 Indians will get 
just over half the water they get today. This grave problem has a 
simple solution. Catch the rain as it falls, and the water the crisis 
will disappear. However, about 80 per cent of India’s rainfall 
buckets down during the three months of the monsoons. As yet, no 
government programmer has discovered how to store this water. 
‘Dying Wisdom’, a seven-year countryside study by Delhi’s Centre 
for Science and Environment, reveals that ruins of amazing ancient 
technologies survive in every corner of India. Drip-irrigation 
systems of bamboo pipes in Meghalaya; ‘kunds’, underground 
tanks in Rajasthan; ‘pynes’, water channels built by tribals in Bihar; 
and thousands of open-water bodies down south are all superb 
examples of rainwater harvesting systems. Even today, tanks 
called ‘eris’ in Tamil Nadu water one-third of the state’s irrigated 
area. Unfortunately, governmental planners mostly refuse to 
acknowledge the potential of these low-cost systems, 
concentrating on costly dams and canals. Few cities have lost 
touch with their ecological traditions as fast–and with as damaging 
results–as Bangalore. Only 17 of its water bodies struggle to 
survive in a city where once 200 lakes, ponds and wetlands cooled 
the city and recharged its ground water. The threats continue 
unabated as the relentless march of urbanization shows no sign of 
stopping.
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What, according to the passage, is the 
primary reason for
the water shortage?
a) Lack of means to store rainwater
b) Government’s ignorance of the 

situation
c) Less rainfall in the country
d) Carelessness of people in using 

water

A great water scarcity looms over India; by 2025 Indians will get 
just over half the water they get today. This grave problem has a 
simple solution. Catch the rain as it falls, and the water the crisis 
will disappear. However, about 80 per cent of India’s rainfall 
buckets down during the three months of the monsoons. As yet, no 
government programmer has discovered how to store this water. 
‘Dying Wisdom’, a seven-year countryside study by Delhi’s Centre 
for Science and Environment, reveals that ruins of amazing ancient 
technologies survive in every corner of India. Drip-irrigation 
systems of bamboo pipes in Meghalaya; ‘kunds’, underground 
tanks in Rajasthan; ‘pynes’, water channels built by tribals in Bihar; 
and thousands of open-water bodies down south are all superb 
examples of rainwater harvesting systems. Even today, tanks 
called ‘eris’ in Tamil Nadu water one-third of the state’s irrigated 
area. Unfortunately, governmental planners mostly refuse to 
acknowledge the potential of these low-cost systems, 
concentrating on costly dams and canals. Few cities have lost 
touch with their ecological traditions as fast–and with as damaging 
results–as Bangalore. Only 17 of its water bodies struggle to 
survive in a city where once 200 lakes, ponds and wetlands cooled 
the city and recharged its ground water. The threats continue 
unabated as the relentless march of urbanization shows no sign of 
stopping.
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Which State uses bamboo pipes for 
the drip irrigation system?

(a) Bihar
(c) Meghalaya
(b) Rajasthan
(d) Tamil Nadu

A great water scarcity looms over India; by 2025 Indians will get 
just over half the water they get today. This grave problem has a 
simple solution. Catch the rain as it falls, and the water the crisis 
will disappear. However, about 80 per cent of India’s rainfall 
buckets down during the three months of the monsoons. As yet, no 
government programmer has discovered how to store this water. 
‘Dying Wisdom’, a seven-year countryside study by Delhi’s Centre 
for Science and Environment, reveals that ruins of amazing ancient 
technologies survive in every corner of India. Drip-irrigation 
systems of bamboo pipes in Meghalaya; ‘kunds’, underground 
tanks in Rajasthan; ‘pynes’, water channels built by tribals in Bihar; 
and thousands of open-water bodies down south are all superb 
examples of rainwater harvesting systems. Even today, tanks 
called ‘eris’ in Tamil Nadu water one-third of the state’s irrigated 
area. Unfortunately, governmental planners mostly refuse to 
acknowledge the potential of these low-cost systems, 
concentrating on costly dams and canals. Few cities have lost 
touch with their ecological traditions as fast–and with as damaging 
results–as Bangalore. Only 17 of its water bodies struggle to 
survive in a city where once 200 lakes, ponds and wetlands cooled 
the city and recharged its ground water. The threats continue 
unabated as the relentless march of urbanization shows no sign of 
stopping.
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Which of the following is not a low cost 
technology in water usage?

(a) water channels
(b) drip-irrigation
(c) underground tanks 
(d) dams and canals

A great water scarcity looms over India; by 2025 Indians will get 
just over half the water they get today. This grave problem has a 
simple solution. Catch the rain as it falls, and the water the crisis 
will disappear. However, about 80 per cent of India’s rainfall 
buckets down during the three months of the monsoons. As yet, no 
government programmer has discovered how to store this water. 
‘Dying Wisdom’, a seven-year countryside study by Delhi’s Centre 
for Science and Environment, reveals that ruins of amazing ancient 
technologies survive in every corner of India. Drip-irrigation 
systems of bamboo pipes in Meghalaya; ‘kunds’, underground 
tanks in Rajasthan; ‘pynes’, water channels built by tribals in Bihar; 
and thousands of open-water bodies down south are all superb 
examples of rainwater harvesting systems. Even today, tanks 
called ‘eris’ in Tamil Nadu water one-third of the state’s irrigated 
area. Unfortunately, governmental planners mostly refuse to 
acknowledge the potential of these low-cost systems, 
concentrating on costly dams and canals. Few cities have lost 
touch with their ecological traditions as fast–and with as damaging 
results–as Bangalore. Only 17 of its water bodies struggle to 
survive in a city where once 200 lakes, ponds and wetlands cooled 
the city and recharged its ground water. The threats continue 
unabated as the relentless march of urbanization shows no sign of 
stopping.



The people in ancient India had 
amazing technology to harvest water. 
This shows that
a. they understood the significance of 

water.
b. it used to rain heavily.
c. they did not know how to build 

dams.
d. water was scarce at that time.

A great water scarcity looms over India; by 2025 Indians will get 
just over half the water they get today. This grave problem has a 
simple solution. Catch the rain as it falls, and the water the crisis 
will disappear. However, about 80 per cent of India’s rainfall 
buckets down during the three months of the monsoons. As yet, no 
government programmer has discovered how to store this water. 
‘Dying Wisdom’, a seven-year countryside study by Delhi’s Centre 
for Science and Environment, reveals that ruins of amazing ancient 
technologies survive in every corner of India. Drip-irrigation 
systems of bamboo pipes in Meghalaya; ‘kunds’, underground 
tanks in Rajasthan; ‘pynes’, water channels built by tribals in Bihar; 
and thousands of open-water bodies down south are all superb 
examples of rainwater harvesting systems. Even today, tanks 
called ‘eris’ in Tamil Nadu water one-third of the state’s irrigated 
area. Unfortunately, governmental planners mostly refuse to 
acknowledge the potential of these low-cost systems, 
concentrating on costly dams and canals. Few cities have lost 
touch with their ecological traditions as fast–and with as damaging 
results–as Bangalore. Only 17 of its water bodies struggle to 
survive in a city where once 200 lakes, ponds and wetlands cooled 
the city and recharged its ground water. The threats continue 
unabated as the relentless march of urbanization shows no sign of 
stopping.



A fish out of water
(a) Ready to die
(b) In the absence of something
(c) In unfamiliar circumstances
(d) Feeling sick

Idioms & Phrases.
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Can’t cut the mustard
(a)To win a victory
(b)To be unable to do a job
(c)To be successful
(d)To render a service

/
↑
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Hit the nail on the head
(a) Say or do something exactly right
(b) Hurt a person by telling the truth
(c) Drive a nail into a wall
(d) Punish someone for a heinous crime

-



To leave no stone unturned
(a) to comprehensively arrange things
(b) to fully revise something produced
(c) to completely renovate an old building
(d) to make all possible efforts

-

X
wate

⑭ fixed

variable :



to pigeon hole
(a) To blindly accept someone
(b) To typecast someone
(c) To call someone names
(d) To hurriedly reject someone

X-unfairly categorize



Synonym of -

Absurd
(a) meaningful
(b) ridiculous
(c) important
(d) rational

-> unreasonable/illogical.
->

V
-

-

=
logical



Synonym of -

Cordial
(a) friendly
(b) Cold
(c) rude
(d) aloof

~



Synonym of –

Sumptuous
(a) bereft
(b) stingy
(c) meager
(d) opulent

-> expensive/lavish
-> lacking something
-> cheap
- scanty/less/poor

T ->luxury/wealth .



Synonym of -

Despise
(a) admire
(b) adore
(c) approve
(d) Abhor

-> strongly dislike/hate
-> appreciate
-> worship/deep love.
-> acceptanc

y -> hatred
-



Synonym of –

Gaudy
(a) plain
(b) simple
(c) proper
(d) flashy

- - very bright
.

-

-

-



Antonym of –
Evasive
(a) Frank
(b) abusive
(c) opaque
(d) slippery

-> direct ans. avoid.

N -> direct ans.

-> insulting/ offensive.
-> not transparent

.

b



Antonym of –
Launch

(a) withdraw 
(b) Release
(c) dinner 
(d) brake

-> to start

~ -> to takeback/to end
X

X

X



Antonym of –
Subdued
(a) excited
(b) subtle
(c) motivated
(d) Hushed

-> restrain ./iet
O.

- delicate/fine line

-> inspire
-> silence/quiet



Antonym of –

Indicted
(a) examined
(b) supplied
(c) Hanged
(d) Imprisoned

=> access .

~ - inspect
-

-

↳

topsomean
inl
a



Antonym of –
Assault 
(a)retreat 
(b)affront
(c)attack
(d)pacify

->
voilent attack

-analyF insult synonym
-

- calm down/bring peace



Spot the error

Before take this medicine you should consult a doctor.
(a) Before take 
(b) a doctor
(c) this medicine 
(d) you should consult

Ostaking



Spot the error

The reason for visiting Meerut was because my mother
needed to be looked after. 
(a) The reason for visiting 
(b) was because
(c) to be looked after 
(d) my mother needed

The reason-..... was that

that

- S

A



Spot the error

No one have ever visited this place before.
(a) visited this 
(b) No one 
(c) place before
(d) have ever

one-singular
has singular

&
#-

plural have - plural

Y



Spot the error

She is not as smart as I think at first.
(a) as smart as
(b) I think
(c) at first
(d) She is not

↳ thought
-

-



Spot the error

As such you need any money, just write to me.
(a) As such you 
(b) to me
(c) need any money 
(d) just write

If

G
1-



He obtained 80% marks in science in High school. He has qualified 
______ the science stream in plus two.
(a) at 
(b) to
(c) in 
(d) for

-

preposition.

↓



This is the girl ______ is going to IIT, Delhi.
(a) whom 
(b) that
(c) who 
(d) which

who

-



If only we ______ a light! It is depressing to wait in the dark.
(a) have had 
(b) are having
(c) have 
(d) had

hed

A



We haven’t been to Gangotri ______ almost ten years.
(a) for 
(b) from
(c) to 
(d) since

Y for
= time

=> specific date



Milk is ______ than any other food.
(a) as nourishing 
(b) more nourishing
(c) most nourishing 
(d) nourishing

-> comparative

--



Do not meddle ______ the affairs of others.
(a) From 
(b) In
(c) To 
(d) at

in

⑳



______ the train was late by six hours, it made up three hours 
before reaching its destination.
(a) Because 
(b) Incase
(c) In spite of 
(d) Although

Although



Please don’t disturb me. I ______ to solve a sum.
(a) am trying 
(b) try
(c) have tried 
(d) Tried

am trying fenses
=

-I
present



Only ______ girls were present in the class today.
(a) a few 
(b) several of
(c) Many 
(d) a lot of

↳



You must apologize ______ the punishment.
(a) to escape 
(b) Escaping
(c) Escape 
(d) Escapes

↓ verb

-

X-
verb.
=

Y

X



The hard remains of a prehistoric animal or plant that are found 
inside a rock.
(a) fossil 
(b) ruins
(c) relics 
(d) vestiges

One word substitution

-
-> remains ofa structure

=> remains of historic times/culture/religions.

Y small part



The science and art of growing fruits, vegetables, flowers, or 
ornamental plants.
(a) agriculture 
(b) horticulture
(c) viniculture 
(d) sericulture

-
- -

-

=> crops
X

- vine

- silk



Power of reading thoughts of others.
(a) medium 
(b) telepathy
(c) instinct 
(d) astrology

~
-

-> inborn tendency .
-



A book that contains information on various subjects.
(a) omnibus 
(b) encyclopedia
(c) magazine 
(d) guide

-



Excessive bureaucratic fuss.
(a) footnotes 
(b) officious
(c) fastidious 
(d) red-tapeS
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